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Agenda

Overview of Capital Area Airspace

Å Importance of DC in the National Airspace System (NAS)

ïCritical component of the Northeast Corridor airspace configuration

Å Complexity/Challenges in the Capital Area Airspace

ïRonald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) 

ï Dulles International Airport (IAD)

ï Baltimore Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI)

Å Air Traffic Control
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Agenda (cont.)

Community Engagement

Public Concerns FAA Has Been Asked to Address

The Role of the FAA

Å Responsibilities of the FAA, the Airport Authority, and the Airlines

Capital Area Airspace: FAA Update

Å DCA Working Group History

Å DCA Working Group Request

Å DCA Proposal 

Å FAA is Exploring Changes in Additional Areas
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Capital Area Airspace



Federal Aviation
Administration

Capital Area Airspace: Complexity/Challenges 

DCôs Restricted Airspace. The Air Defense 

Identification Zone (ADIZ), Prohibited Areas (P-56A 

and P-56B,) and the Flight Restricted Zone (FRZ) ï

all create unique challenges in developing aircraft 

procedures.  
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Capital Area Airspace: Air Traffic Control
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Legend: Departures Arrivals
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Capital Area Airspace: Aviation and Community 

Engagement

7

Elected Official, Airport, Airline, and Community Engagement Opportunities

The  need for and 

level of 

engagement will 

vary based on 

project 

circumstances
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Capital Area Airspace: Public Concerns

Flight Schedules 

ÅEarly and late 
departures/arrivals are 
of particular concern to 
communities

Noise Calculation

ÅMethodology is viewed 
as ñunfairò

Concentration and 
Low Altitude of flight 
tracks 

ÅDispersion of flight 
tracks and higher 
altitudes are preferred

FAA Environmental Process
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Capital Area Airspace: Responsibilities

Delineation of Basic Responsibilities

Å FAA ïdevelop procedures (in compliance with NEPA), manages air 

traffic operations

Å Airlines ïdetermine fleet mix and flight schedule based on customer 

demand

Å Airport Owner/Operator ïFacility management and maintenance, 

community relations 

Shared Partnership ïSAFETY 

Å FAA ïregulate airline, airport, & aircraft for air worthiness & pilot 

certification

Å Airlines ïmanage internal safety programs in accordance with FAA 

guidelines

Å Airport Owner/Operator ïEnsure compliance with all applicable FAA 

regulations
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